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INTRODUCT  ION 

The  following  bibliography  was  compiled  during  one  semester  of 
studies  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  as  a  contribution  to  the 
seminar  course  in  Housing  and  Urban  Policy  Planning  directed  by 
Prof.  Leonard  F.  Heumann  in  the  Department  of  Urban  and  Regional 
Planning.  I  feel  that  while  there  are  many  books,  articles  and 
other  publications  regarding  Latin  American  urban  problems,  most 
are  in  fields  only  indirectly  related  to  the  design  profession, 
such  as  statistical  analysis,  sociology,  anthropology,  political 
science,  etc.  Housing  in  Latin  America  as  an  issue  per  se,  has 
fewer  references  than  expected,  and  these  are  usually  in  a  scattered 
form;  this  is  a  very  modest  effort  to  bring  seme  of  it  together. 

The  sources  for  this  paper  have  been  the  bibliographical  section 
of  the  "Suplemento  Informativo"  (after  April  1968,  called  "Boletin 
Inf ormativo")  of  the  Interamerican  Housing  and  Planning  Centre, 
from  the  period  1960-1971$  the  Avery  Memorial  Architectural 
Library  Catalog  (second  edition,  1968)  and  the  Avery  Index  to 
Architectural  Periodicals  (main  edition  and  six  supplements,  1963- 
1972),  plus  many  of  the  bibliographies  listed  herein.  I  have 
arbitrarily  chosen  the  year  I960  as  a  starting  point  for  all  ref- 
erences; all  selected  sources  have  been  published  after  this  date. 
I  believe  that  the  rapid  changes  of  information  and  events  make 
older  publications  less  relevant. 

Due  to  time  limitations,  I  have  narrowed  this  compilation  to  urban 
housing,  ignoring,  except  for  a  few  basic  titles,  closely  related 
issues  such  as  urbanization  patterns  and  urban  design  in  Latin 
America,  rural  housing  or  general  migration  problems.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  quite  a  few  references  on  marginal  settlements, 
listed  both  separately  and  under  each  geographical  subdivision. 
This  phenomenon,  known  also  as  squatting,  is  only  the  logical 
consequence  of  the  accelerated  expansion  in  Latin  America  and  the 
inability  of  almost  all  countries  to  provide  adequate  dwelling 
resources  for  the  new  populations ,  which,  consequently,  have  taken 
the  problem  into  their  own  hands.  The  words  "villas  miseria," 
"favelas,"  "cantegriles, "  "callampas , "  "barriadas,"  "shantytowns, " 
and  many  others,  denote,  more  or  less,  the  same  phenomenon. 
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Statistical  references  have  also  been  reduced  mostly  to  those 
related  to  housing.  From  the  technical  point  of  view,  I  have 
included  a  list  of  publications  on  modular  coordination  and 
minimum  standards  aspects,  plus  a  separate  section  on  self-help 
and  mutual  aid  housing.  Other  more  general  topics  dealing  with 
architecture  in  general  or  the  building  industry,  or  very  specific 
issues  such  as  tropical  housing,  sanitary  or  seismic  requirements, 
home  furnishings  and  equipment,  have  been  also  excluded. 

As  a  final  word,  I  wish  to  thank  Prof.  Heumann  and  Paul  Iregams, 
visiting  Professor  in  Architecture  for  providing  the  incentive  for 
this  paper  and  Mrs.  Mary  Vance,  head  of  the  City  Planning  and 
Landscape  Architecture  Library  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
for  her  valuable  professional  assistance. 
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